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To the Honourable Housz of Commons, 
Aflembled in PARLIAMENT. The Cast, 
and Humble P ETITION, of Benjamin Harris 
Bookſeller, lately come from New-England. 


- Þumbly Sheweth, 

DES —_ HA T your Petitioner being a C:t#en of Loxdon, that formerly 
Liv'd in Good Faſhion and Repute, hath not only been Expoſed 
to the Indelible Zznomy of Standing in the Pz/lory, before his 
own Houſe, near the Royal-Exchange ; but alſo Confin'd for above - 
two Years a Priſoner in Execution for Five Hundred Pound Fine, 
impoſed upon him in Hzllary Term, 1680. by the Lord Chief- 
Juſtice [ SCrogas,. ] and the reſt of the Judges of rhe Court 
L=o=—=—=——2 of Kings-Bench : And was hereby Inevitably reduced to Rnzne, 
and the utmoſt, Extremitzes thar could be imagined : And all this for no other Crime, 
or Offence, ſo much as Alleadged againſt him ; fave only, that he did (in the way of 
his Trade,) cauſe to be Reprinted, and Sell, a certain Book, Entituled, An Appeal 
from the Countrey to the City, foz the Preſervation of His MBajeſty's 
Perſon, Liberty, Property, and the Proteffant Religion— 

IN which Book, the only Words excepted againſt, and charged as Criminal in the 
Taformation brought againſt him ; and upon which he receiv'd this UnparallelFd 
Judgment, are theſe, | Speaking concerning Electing of Members to Serve in Parliament] 


— We in the Countrey have done our parts in Chufing ( for the Generality ) Good 
”;:Members to ſerve in Parliament: But zf (as our two laſt Parliaments were) zhey 
” muſt b: Diſſolved, or Prorogued, when ever they come to Redreſs the Grievances of 
” the SUBJECT, we may be Pittyed, but not Blamed. If the Plot takes effef, 
? (as in all probability it will) or Parliaments are not then to be Condemned, for that 
” their not being ſuffered to Sit, occaſioned 7t. 


AND beſides all theſe Hardſhips, the Year One Thouſand Six Hundred and 
Eighty Six, (in the Late K's. Reign, ) proved more Fatal to him than all the reſt, 
by reaſon that there was Seized and Taken from him Five Thouſand of a Book, 
Entituled, Engliſh Liberties ; Or, the Free-Born Subjefts Inheritance ; ſetting forth 
thePower and Priviledge of Parliaments, &xc. And Five Hundred of another Book, 
Entituled, The Proteftant Tutoz2 fo2 Children. And beſides all this, his Life was 
Threatned, if taken, there being Warrants at that time out againſt him. And for 
the Prevention of what might Enſue, he, with his Wife *and Children, were forced 
to Fly their Native Countrey, and ſeek a Lively-hood in New-Ergland in America ; 
and his Family, in coming over to Fre 'mmd, were taken Priſoners in September 
hſt, and continue ſo to this Hour in St. Males. 

AND ſince your Petitioner has been thus Ruin'd, and remains ſtill in a Mean 
Condition ; and that the Parljament in the Year 1681, were Pleaſed to have 
your Petitioner under Nomination for Priztizg their VOTES, ( tho” your Peti- 
Toner did not then Gain any thing thereby, but others went wholly away with 
the Profit, Sir William Williams, then being Speaker, ) your Petitioner Humbly 
Begs, That this Honourable Houſe would rake him into their Pious Conſideration, 
ſo as to Preſent him to your Honoured Speaker, that your Petitioner may be 
Allow'd (now) to Print the VOTES of this preſent Par/iament, to Support him- 
ſelf and Family, and Pay his juſt Debts. 

IN which your Petitioner affures himſelf, he ſhall not (becauſe Diſtreſt,) be poſt- 
pon'd for the Importunities of others, who enjoying Proſperity, cannot pretend 
ſo much Equity in their Requeſts, though they may have Opportunites, of making 
greater Intereſts : For he is confident the Juſtice of ſo Wiſe a SENATE, will 
Charitably extend their Favour, -not meerly to thoſe that ſtand Next, or are moſt 
Imnortunate, but to ſuch as have the moſt , Need of them. | _ 
YOUR poor Petitioner is ' not. inſenſible of your manifold Weighty Afairs, 
which much deterr'd him from Interrupting you with this his private Concern ; 
but Hopes the diſmal Circumſtances he hath , been under, with the afflicting Com- 
plaints of his Family, may excuſe the unuſual Boldneſs of it, and- prevail with fo 
 Chriſtianan Aſſembly, to take Pitty on him and them, fo far as 'tis Juſt and Reaſonable. 
' AND your Petitioner ( as in duty bound ) ſhall ever Pray, For your reſpeFive 
Safeties, the Bleſſing of GOD on all your Conſultations, an Hearty Agreement be- 
tween the KING and his Good Subjedts, the Long, Life of, His MAJESTY, 
the Preſeruatiog of the Proteſtanr Religion, and our Juſt Properties. ED 


__————_— 


Tu2 NEV YORK 
PUBLIG LERART 


